Corporate Sponsor Introduction
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A free family event
Caroline Summerfest is a free two-day family festival in downtown Denton. Summerfest has become one of the signature events for Denton and Caroline County and holds a place for many as the last end of summer hurrah. The event is not only alcohol-free, but is hassle-free for families who want to do something together but not go broke in the process. 

Summerfest has consistently attracted crowds of 8,000 – 9,500 for the past four years.  In 2009 this number increased to 12,500 – 13,500 as people continue to look for high quality events that are affordable and close to home. In addition to the increase in attendance, 2009 also marked the fourth consecutive year that publicity for the event extended from Annapolis to the Mid-Shore.

Standard features of Summerfest include a street parade, several stages of professional and local entertainment, a variety of professional street performers, an interactive art workshop area for kids, live demonstrations by local artists, a “Rivah Run” paddling event, fireworks, craft displays and sales, and food & gaming concessions by county civic groups.  

Summerfest 2011
Summerfest will be celebrating its 23rd Anniversary this year on August 19 & 20. Think family reunion, community block party, sun, fun, and free as you relax and 



           de-stress in the small-town magic that is Summerfest. 

Corporate Sponsorship Opportunities
Event marketing and sponsorships can be extremely effective ways to get your business name, brand and logo out to your target market. This tactic is becoming increasingly popular across the nation with businesses of all sizes. If you have a business or sell a product or service that you market to multiple ages and families, Caroline Summerfest may be the perfect vehicle to promote your business. 

Corporate sponsorships range from $250 to $1,500 (cash and in-kind donations) and include sponsorships of specific stages and performances, events like the parade and fireworks, and activities like community murals and children’s activities. 

As a Corporate Sponsor, you benefit in four significant ways:

•
Free advertising – You are automatically entered in a drawing for a media marketing package valued at $1,200. It includes radio with MTS Broadcasting, print advertising with Chesapeake Publishing, and a 2 hour marketing consulting session with Purple Cat, a mid-shore based public relations firm. For gifts at $375 or more, a Corporate ad (2X2 column inches) will automatically be included in the Caroline Summerfest Insert to the August 13 Weekender Magazine produced in the Star Democrat.
•
Free publicity - Your business will be associated with media promotion efforts and receive exclusive on-site festival signage should you wish to direct your contribution to a particular event or artist. 

•
Free informational booth – As a corporate sponsor you may choose to have an on-site information booth to give away product samples or special discounts or coupons or to set up a display to promote your business or service. The booth space reservation is incorporated into the sponsorship investment; however, sponsors are responsible for their booth construction (tents, decorations, worker seating, etc.) and space must be reserved before July 6, 2010.  Minimum contribution of $375 is required.

•
Free “good neighbor” association – The benefits of association with a popular or community-related event are well documented. Consumers love to patronize businesses which support their community and values, making Caroline Summerfest not only a win-win when it comes to cost-effective marketing to a built-in target audience, but also from the perspective of good neighbor association.
Join us 

If your business needs to speak directly to families from Annapolis to the Mid-Shore then Caroline Summerfest may be just the marketing opportunity you’ve been looking for. To learn more, please call (410) 479-8120 or (888) SUNFEST or visit us online at www.carolinesummerfest.com.

History
Summerfest began in 1989 as a one-night, one-block party celebration for nearly 1,000 cyclists in the inaugural Cycle Across Maryland event. One of its unique characteristics is that even though Summerfest has grown tremendously it still retains its “small town” charm, which is one of Caroline County’s most endearing qualities.

Caroline Summerfest is supported in part by a grant from the Caroline County Council of Arts, the Maryland State Arts Council and the Maryland Tourism Development Board. The Town of Denton and Caroline County Recreation & Parks produce the event with the volunteer support of hundreds of citizens and local non-profit organizations. More than 75 regional businesses support the festival through donations and in-kind gifts. Major media sponsors are Chesapeake Publishing Corporation and MTS Broadcasting Radio Network (AM1240 ESPN, 106.3FM The Heat, 100.9 FM WAAI Country and 107.1 WTDK The Duck).
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